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In Key Stage 2, our pupils are taught explicit reading skills in their whole class reading lesson. Question stems have been 

created to provide examples of questions types linked to the 5 different comprehension strands: 

1. Retrieval  

2. Vocabulary: Meaning of words in context 

3. Inference/Predicting 

4. Vocabulary: Author’s choice of words 

5. Summarising Sequencing 

 

Similar to the Key Stage 1 Reading Stems, they are used in class to support a student’s understanding of the different 

strands using a visual representations. Each set of question stems has a differentiated approach of ‘Bronze, Silver and 

Gold questioning’ which is carried out across KS2 in reading sessions. Selecting a specific target criteria, teachers will 

create comprehension sheets for the class text follow the continuum approach to teaching and learning carried out at 

All Saints. Frome bronze, silver to gold the level of the difficulty of questions will get progressively harder. 
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Retrieval Stems 
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Vocabulary: Meaning of words in context Stems 
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Inference/ Predicting Stems 
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Vocabulary: Author’s Choice of Words Stems 
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Summarising the Main Points or Idea 

 

 


